VAZHAKUWAM AS A RELIGIOUS REFORMER

jected the life pictures of exemplary characters from Indian clas-
sics in general and puranic literature in particular. To make the
ideas easily digestible for the lay man, he mixed the same with
novel literature of recent litterateurs. Thus one could often hear
references to stories of Tagore, poems of Ezhuttacchan and
Puntanam, Sankeertana possessions of Caitanya and the like.

"A religious educator is particularly concerned with the spiri-
tual dimension of personal life" says Raymond Holley, the great
English scholar in religious studies.3 He adds that by attaining
religious education, one must be able to consider in an academic
way religious beliefs, practices,festivals, buildings, texts, music
gestures and social behaviour from the standpoint of particular
scholarly disciplines. It is both to be able to think religiously
about every day affairs and to think scholarly about religious
phenomena.4 The words of Raymond Holley best suits
Vazhakunnam. He always developed his characters particularly
the puranic ones to suit the present day generation. He explained
meanings and gave illustrations, whereever necessary. He was a
religious educator in the real sense of the word.

The historian has as his focus those events or symbolic prac-
tices in past time in which the religious believers have probably
involved themselves. The philosophers of religion is concerned to

3. Raymond Holley, Religious education and religious under-
standing, Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd,, London, 1978, p. 141.

4. Ibid. p. 145-46.
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